
SCALE
1:8

Floor Panel Cars on Screen

25

THE ICONIC FORD
FALCON XB GT

9 772976 581050

2 5

Published weekly
UK: £10.99    AUS: $21.99

A21_FF_25_01_FC.indd   1A21_FF_25_01_FC.indd   1 12/12/2024   18:0612/12/2024   18:06



3

7

A panel is fitted to the chassis assembly 
put together in the previous issues.

Goldfinger, the third James Bond movie, 
featured an Aston Martin DB5 — a car later 
dubbed 'The Most Famous Car in the World'.

YOUR MODEL

You will be building a 1:8 scale replica 
of a customised 1973 Ford Falcon XB GT. 
Features include a lift-up bonnet that reveals 
a detailed engine, opening doors, wind-down 
windows and an ‘active’ steering wheel. A 
remote-control fob illuminates the main 
lights, brake lights and indicators.

Ford Motor Company 
trademarks and trade dress 
used under licence to GRE 

for Groupe ELIGOR

Scale: 1:8
Length: 62cm
Width: 25cm
Height: 19cm
Weight: 7+kg
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PB 3

DS02

PS08

List of parts:

Floor panel

  Nine* 2.3 x 4mm 
PM screws

  Two* 2.3 x 3mm 
PB screws

* Including spare

PM = Pan head for metal

PB = Pan head for plastic

A panel is fitted to the chassis assembly 
from the previous issues.

Stage 25: Floor Panel

25A

Area of assembly

25A

DS02

PS08

Area of assembly

A S S E M B L Y  G U I D E
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STEP 1
Take the chassis assembly from the previous issue and part 25A. Fit part 25A
over the open part of 24A so that the rear end of the transmission tunnel on part 
25A fits over the transmission tunnel on part 23A.

STEP 2
At one end of part 25A is a tab with a screw hole, 
which is aligned with a socket in the chassis frame 24A. 
Fix in place with a DS02 screw. 

STEP 3
The next fixing point is a tab on the side of part 25A
(circled). Fix in place with a DS02 screw. 

24A

24A

25A

23A

24A
25A

DS02

DS02

25A

Stage 25: Floor Panel
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STEP 4
A third DS02 screw is fitted further along the side 
of part 25A (circled). 

STEP 5
The last fixing point on the left side of the chassis 
assembly is on the raised ends of parts 24A and 25A. 
Fix in place with another DS02 screw. 

STEP 6
Turn the assembly round so that you can fit four 
more DS02 screws. The four screw holes are circled. 

24A
24A

25A

25A

25A

24A

DS02

DS02

A S S E M B L Y  G U I D E
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STEP 7
A tab with a screw hole on top of the transmission tunnel on part 25A aligns 
with a screw socket in part 23A. Fix the parts together with a PS08 screw. 

25A

23A

PS08

COMPLETED ASSEMBLY
A floor panel has been 
fitted to the chassis.

Stage 25: Floor Panel
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The third James Bond movie featured an Aston Martin DB5 — but not  
all the new American vehicles used in the film had a happy ending.

Goldfinger (1964)

G
oldfinger, the first of four 
Bond films directed by Guy 
Hamilton, was the initial  
Bond blockbuster. Its budget 

exceeded the two previous titles 
combined. The plot has Bond  
(Sean Connery) investigating the 
gold smuggling business of Auric 
Goldfinger (Gert Fröbe). Bond 
uncovers a plot to contaminate the 
US Fort Knox Bullion Depository.
Based on the 1959 novel by Ian 
Fleming, the book had Bond 
driving an Aston Martin DB III.  
On screen Bond is issued an ‘Aston 
Martin DB5 with modifications.’ 
The DB5 was Aston’s latest model, 
but initially the company was 
reluctant to supply one. The car 
used was the prototype DB5 
repainted from its original red into 
Silver Birch. Film crew members 
suggested possible gadgets. The 
revolving license plate came from 
Hamilton, who had received 
multiple parking tickets, his son 
suggested a passenger ejector 
seat. Taillights that dropped sharp 
nails were replaced with an oil  
slick to avoid viewers replicating  
it. The glass was bulletproof (in the 
script anyway) and there was also 
a bulletproof shield rising up from 
the bootlid to protect the rear 
window. Adam and engineer John 
Stears built the features into the 
‘stunt’ DB5 in six weeks. Tyre-
destroying spikes couldn’t be 
made functional so were done in 
studio, while the ejector seat was 
powered by external compressed 
air, with a dummy in the seat. After 
filming, the stunt car was returned 

to standard (around 1968) and sold 
on. Re-registered it later appeared 
in The Cannonball Run (1981), then 
was stolen from a hangar in Florida 
and never recovered. 
 A second Aston without any 
gadgets was created for driving 
scenes in Switzerland. This second 
car was fitted with similar gadgets 
and used for publicity purposes.  
It appeared in Thunderball (1965) 
and sold at auction in 2010. Two 
further Astons were fitted with 
gadgets in 1964 and sent on world 
tours, both are now in museums.

FORD PUBLICITY  
The Ford Motor Company was 
keen to get publicity for their new 
Mustang and supplied a white 
convertible. Ford had initially 
intended to supply a metalflake 
gold Mustang fastback but the car 
wasn’t ready until mid-October 
1964 and filming finished in 
August. Ford did, however, get 
several products onto screen, 

including an eight-passenger 1964 
(Galaxie) Country Squire station 
wagon used to transport Bond 
from the airport to Goldfinger’s 
stud farm in Kentucky. A 1964 
Lincoln Continental was used for 
the 'murder' of mafia man Solo, 
although it was actually a 1963 
Continental without an engine  
that went into the car crusher in  
an effort to keep costs down. Its 
squashed wreck had to be partially 
cut up after the 1964 Ford Falcon 
Ranchero pickup it was dropped 
into suffered collapsed suspension 
from overloading it with the 
two-ton weight. Several American 
vehicles had to be imported into 
the UK. Since no duties were paid 
on them, it is understood that  
a brand new 1964 Thunderbird  
and the 1964 Continental were 
destroyed in the UK. n

Recreation of the 1964 James Bond 
Aston Martin DB5 photographed at 
Hampton Court Palace in 2023. 
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NEW PARTS
Chassis frame, 
chassis crosspiece 
and screws.
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COMING IN ISSUE 26

•  ASSEMBLY GUIDE
A frame to support the engine is fitted 
to the front of the chassis assembly.

•  DESIGNS FOR A NEW ERA
Nicolas-Joseph Cugnot’s 1769 steam-driven gun 
carriage was probably the world's first self-propelled 
vehicle, but it would be another century before the 
idea of a ‘car’ became a reality — Carl Benz patented 
his gasoline engine on 29 January 1886.

hachettepartworks.com/FordFalcon
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